
Listed below are the five Key Principles which are outlined 
on pages 13 and 14 of the Safe and Sustainable 
consultation document.  
 
Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree 
with each of the five Key Principles. 
Please select one answer for EACH of the statements 
below 

 Strongly 
agree 

Tend to 
agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Tend to 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Don't 
Know 

a) Children - The need of 
the child comes first in all 
considerations  

 
  

 
 

 
  

 

b) Quality - All children in 
England and Wales who 
need heart surgery must 
receive the very highest 
standards of NHS care 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

c) Equity - The same high 
quality of service must be 
available to each child 
regardless of where they 
live or which hospital 
provides their care 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

d) Personal service - The 
care that every congenital 
heart service plans and 
delivers must be based 
around the needs of each 
child and family 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

e) Close to families' homes 
where possible - Other than 
surgery and interventional 
procedures all relevant 
cardiac treatment should be 
provided by competent 
experts as close as possible 
to the child's home 
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What, if any, comments do you have on the five Key 
Principles? 
 
 
Although most of our members who have responded to us about the proposals are 
very supportive of all five key elements, some have stated that they realise there could 
be repercussions for other services in their region which they might not be aware of. 
Also, although they are highly supportive of care closer to home, they felt that quality, 
equity and personal service were slightly more important.   
 

A set of proposed national quality standards have been 
developed as part of the Safe and Sustainable Review.  
 
It is proposed that each of these national quality 
standards should be met by all NHS hospitals that are 
designated as Specialist Surgical Centres by the Safe and 
Sustainable Review. The Safe and Sustainable review has 
set out these standards with reference to seven key 
themes.  
 
Please indicate the extent to which you support or oppose 
the national quality standards within each of these seven 
key themes. 
Please select one answer for EACH of the standards listed 
below 

 Strongly 
support 

Tend to 
support 

No views 
either way 

Tend to 
oppose 

Strongly 
oppose 

Don't 
Know 

a) Congenital Heart 
Networks 
(See pages 37-54) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

b) Prenatal 
diagnosis 
(See pages 55-56) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

c) Specialist 
Surgical Centre 
(See pages 57-62) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

d) Age Appropriate 
Care 
(See pages 63-66) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

e) Information and 
Making Choices 
(See pages 67-68) 
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 Strongly 
support 

Tend to 
support 

No views 
either way 

Tend to 
oppose 

Strongly 
oppose 

Don't 
Know 

f) The Family 
Experience 
(See pages 69-72) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

g) Ensuring 
Excellent Care 
(See pages 73) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

Please indicate the extent to which you support or oppose 
each of the following elements/statements/proposals of 
the Safe and Sustainable review of children's congenital 
cardiac services in England. 
Please select one answer for EACH of the statements 
below 

 Strongly 
support 

Tend to 
support 

Neither 
support 

nor 
oppose 

Tend to 
oppose 

Strongly 
oppose 

Don't 
know 

a) The statement that 'Without 
change the service will not be 
safe or sustainable in the 
future' 
(See pages 18-32) 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

b) The proposal to develop 
Congenital Heart Networks 
across England 
(See pages 37-54) 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

c) The need for 24/7 care in 
each of the Specialist Surgical 
Centres 
(See pages 57-62) 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

d) The statement that 
'Research evidence identifies a 
relationship between higher-
volume surgical centres and 
better clinical outcomes' 
(See page 18) 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

e) In the future interventional 
cardiology should be provided 
only by designated Specialist 
Surgical Centres 
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 Strongly 
support 

Tend to 
support 

Neither 
support 

nor 
oppose 

Tend to 
oppose 

Strongly 
oppose 

Don't 
know 

(See page 62) 

f) The proposal that current 
surgical units that are not 
designated for surgery in the 
future may become Children's 
Cardiology Centres 
(See pages 43-44) 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

g) The proposal to increase the 
role of Paediatricians with 
Expertise in Cardiology in 
District Children's Cardiology 
Services across England 
(See pages 41-42) 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

Before answering this question, please read section 6 
pages 97-118 in the Safe and Sustainable consultation 
document.  
 
Thinking about the proposals put forward by the NHS for 
the Safe and Sustainable Review, please indicate the 
extent to which you support or oppose EACH of the FOUR 
alternative proposed options A, B, C or D for the location 
of the Specialist Surgical Centres outside London. 
Please select one answer for EACH option A, B, C AND D 

 Strongly 
support 

Tend to 
support 

No 
views 
either 
way 

Tend 
to 

oppose 

Strongly 
oppose 

Don't 
know 

OPTION A 

  Alder Hey Children's NHS 
Foundation Trust (Liverpool)  
  Birmingham Children's Hospital 
NHS Foundation Trust  
  University Hospitals Bristol NHS 
Foundation Trust  
  The Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
(Freeman)  
  University Hospitals of Leicester 
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 Strongly 
support 

Tend to 
support 

No 
views 
either 
way 

Tend 
to 

oppose 

Strongly 
oppose 

Don't 
know 

NHS Trust (Glenfield) 

OPTION B 

  Alder Hey Children's NHS 
Foundation Trust (Liverpool)  
  Birmingham Children's Hospital 
NHS Foundation Trust  
  University Hospitals Bristol NHS 
Foundation Trust  
  The Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
(Freeman)  
  Southampton University 
Hospitals NHS Trust 

   
 

 
 

  

OPTION C 

  Alder Hey Children's NHS 
Foundation Trust (Liverpool)  
  Birmingham Children's Hospital 
NHS Foundation Trust  
  University Hospitals Bristol NHS 
Foundation Trust  
  The Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
(Freeman) 

   
 

 
 

  

OPTION D 

  Alder Hey Children's NHS 
Foundation Trust (Liverpool)  
  Birmingham Children's Hospital 
NHS Foundation Trust  
  University Hospitals Bristol NHS 
Foundation Trust  
  Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Trust 
 
Please note that with Option D it is 
proposed that one of the London 
centres is Great Ormond Street 
Hospital for Children NHS Trust 
(GOSH) because only GOSH and 
Newcastle provide transplantation 
services, and that an option without 
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 Strongly 
support 

Tend to 
support 

No 
views 
either 
way 

Tend 
to 

oppose 

Strongly 
oppose 

Don't 
know 

either would not be safe 

 
 

And, which ONE of the FOUR alternative proposed options, 
if any, is your preferred option for the location of the 
Specialist Surgical Centres outside London? 
PLEASE SCROLL DOWN TO SEE ALL FOUR 
OPTIONS 
 
Please select one answer only 

OPTION A 

 

  Alder Hey Children's NHS Foundation Trust (Liverpool)  
  Birmingham Children's Hospital NHS Foundation Trust  
  University Hospitals Bristol NHS Foundation Trust  
  The Newcastle-Upon-Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (Freeman)  
  University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust (Glenfield) 

OPTION B 

 

  Alder Hey Children's NHS Foundation Trust (Liverpool)  
  Birmingham Children's Hospital NHS Foundation Trust  
  University Hospitals Bristol NHS Foundation Trust  
  The Newcastle-Upon-Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (Freeman)  
  Southampton University Hospitals NHS Trust 

OPTION C 

 

  Alder Hey Children's NHS Foundation Trust (Liverpool)  
  Birmingham Children's Hospital NHS Foundation Trust  
  University Hospitals Bristol NHS Foundation Trust  
  The Newcastle-Upon-Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (Freeman) 

OPTION D 

 

  Alder Hey Children's NHS Foundation Trust (Liverpool)  
  Birmingham Children's Hospital NHS Foundation Trust  
  University Hospitals Bristol NHS Foundation Trust  
  Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust 
 
Please note that with Option D it is proposed that one of the London centres 
is Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children NHS Trust (GOSH) because 
only GOSH and Newcastle provide transplantation services, and that an 
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option without either would not be safe 

  

 
None of these 

  

 
Don't know 

 
 

Which ONE of the FOUR alternative proposed options 
would be your next most preferred option for the location 
of the Specialist Surgical Centres in the future? 
PLEASE SCROLL DOWN TO SEE ALL FOUR 
OPTIONS 
 
Please select one answer for EACH option A, B, C AND D 

OPTION A 

 

  Alder Hey Children's NHS Foundation Trust (Liverpool)  
  Birmingham Children's Hospital NHS Foundation Trust  
  University Hospitals Bristol NHS Foundation Trust  
  The Newcastle-Upon-Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (Freeman)  
  University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust (Glenfield) 

OPTION B 

 

  Alder Hey Children's NHS Foundation Trust (Liverpool)  
  Birmingham Children's Hospital NHS Foundation Trust  
  University Hospitals Bristol NHS Foundation Trust  
  The Newcastle-Upon-Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (Freeman)  
  Southampton University Hospitals NHS Trust 

OPTION C 

 

  Alder Hey Children's NHS Foundation Trust (Liverpool)  
  Birmingham Children's Hospital NHS Foundation Trust  
  University Hospitals Bristol NHS Foundation Trust  
  The Newcastle-Upon-Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (Freeman) 

OPTION D 

 

  Alder Hey Children's NHS Foundation Trust (Liverpool)  
  Birmingham Children's Hospital NHS Foundation Trust  
  University Hospitals Bristol NHS Foundation Trust  
  Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust 
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Please note that with Option D it is proposed that one of the London centres is 
Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children NHS Trust (GOSH) because only 
GOSH and Newcastle provide transplantation services, and that an option 
without either would not be safe 

  

 
None of these 

  

 
Don't know 

 
 
 

What, if any, comments do you have on the proposals for 
Specialist Surgical Centres outside London 
 
Our respondents have told us that they feel it is essential that the Freeman hospital in 
Newcastle is included in the final plans for specialist surgical centres. As one of the 
two transplant centres with an excellent wealth of skills and experience within their 
team and their excellent record of quality outcomes it would not make sense to 
proceed with any of the option that did not include the Freeman. Some respondents 
have also made the point that the Freeman also offers a service to those in the Scottish 
borders, which should also be taken into account.   
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